Abstract: For many years, from Brown v.
Abstract: Through a reexamination of the earliest protests against Jim Crow segregation, the talk will explore the struggles litigants and activists waged to defend their right to equal treatment in public accommodations during the "age of accommodation." By exploring this fight for the right to ride, the talk will explore the myriad ways that their efforts laid a groundwork for a more complex understanding of American citizenship and the modern black freedom struggle. Abstract: In this lecture, Leti Volpp will consider the relationship between migration, citizenship and rights by focusing upon a particular sign, its transatlantic circulation, and contestation as to its meaning. The sign, with the warning "CAUTION" above the silhouette of a running man, woman, and female child, was created in 1990 as a traffic sign by the California Department of Transportation in order to deter drivers from hitting pedestrians crossing freeways near border checkpoints in Southern California. In the United States, the sign is correlated with illegal immigration. The symbol of immigrants running re-emerged under the banner of "Refugees Welcome" in Europe, as seen in football stadiums and train stations across Germany in late August, 2015. Tracing this image's circulation and its transformations demonstrates how dramatic events in recent months have shaped immigration and refugee policies in both the United States and Germany. This investigation also sheds light on the triangulated relationship between the illegal immigrant and the refugee, a relationship shaped by racialization, territoriality, and a dissimilar access to rights, whether as humans, or noncitizens. Abstract: Over the past decade, a new historiography of human rights has identified the 1970s as the crucial period when human rights discourse gained traction globally. Most of the historians working in this mode adopt a North Atlantic perspective on the history and concept of human rights; they relegate stories and struggles outside the U.S. and Europe to minor, inconsequential, or irrelevant uses of the languages of human rights. The story of the West's reduction of human rights to a limited set of individual civil and political protections against state abuses in the 70s cannot be told without recognizing the dramatic foreclosure of other more radical visions of human rights that still obtained in the Third and Fourth Worlds: national self-determination, economic redistribution, and social and cultural security. If the 1970s was the decade of human rights, it was also the decade of hijackings, many of which were undertaken in the name of those broader struggles. As I argue in this lecture, however, none of those airline hijackings was quite as effective as the neo-liberal hijacking of human rights.
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